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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communication filed 2/2/06. 

Response to Amendment 

2. Examiner will regard the structure of claims 6-1 1 as mandated in 35 U.S.C 112, 
paragraph 6. The indicated allowability of claims 15-17 is withdrawn in view of the 
newly discovered reference(s) to Tani et al. and Kodaira et al. Rejections based on the 
newly cited reference(s) follow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 6-8 and 15-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Tani et al (4,627,707) in view of Kodaira et al (6,043,823). 

Regarding apparatus claims 6 Tani discloses, 

A receiving unit (document feeder, not fig. 1 col. 4 lines 60-62) for receiving first 
document image data and second document data obtained by reading respectively a 
first document and second document each having document data (note col. 5 lines 30- 
35, shows first and second document image). 
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An extraction means for extracting a first caption group for identifying the 
document data contained in the first document (note col. 16 lines 1-3, areas (caption) 
extracted from first document) and a second caption group for identifying the document 
data contained in the second document (note col. 16 lines 3-4, areas (caption) extracted 
from second document). 

A conversion means for converting the first caption group and the second caption 
group into a third caption group so that a character string in the first caption group does 
not overlap a character string in the second caption group (note col. 16 lines 9-14, 
editing facilitating rearrangement of combined areas from first and second document, 
wherein area of first document is inserted between areas of first document, examiner 
interprets as converting caption group so that character string do not overlap, the 
caption are in a page where neither caption group overlap thus content within the group, 
i.e. character string also, do not overlap). Tani does not clearly disclose document data 
having at least one drawing. Kodaira discloses document data having at least one 
drawing (note fig. 9, block 504 in connection with col. 12 lines 1-2, drawing region is 
recognized). Tani and Kodaira are combinable because they extract document data. At 
the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to include drawing area as the caption region in the function taught in Tani as 
described in Kodaira. The suggestion/motivation for doing so would have been 
independently extract and store various document data (note Kodaira, col. 1 lines 40- 
45). Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Tani with Kodaira to obtain the 
invention as specified in claim 6. 
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Regarding apparatus claims 7 Tani discloses, 

Said conversion means further converts character strings contained in the first 
document and second document, which are identical to character strings that belong to 
the first caption group and the second caption group, into character strings that belong 
to the third caption group (note fig. 29d composite image shows data of third caption 
group) Tani does not clearly disclose document data having at least one drawing having 
character string. Kodaira discloses document data having at least one drawing having 
character string (note fig. 9, block 504 in connection with col. 12 lines 1-2, drawing 
region is recognized). Tani and Kodaira are combinable because they extract 
document data. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to include drawing area having character string as the caption 
region in the function taught in Tani as described in Kodaira. The suggestion/motivation 
for doing so would have been independently extract and store various document data 
(note Kodaira, col. 1 lines 40-45). Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine 
Tani with Kodaira to obtain the invention as specified in claim 7. 

Regarding apparatus claims 8 Tani and Kodaira discloses, 

Said extraction means recognizes a character string appended in the vicinity of 
the drawing as caption based on positional information of the drawing character string 
(note Kodaira fig. 8 and 9, block 504). 
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Regarding apparatus claims 15 Tani discloses, 

A receiving unit (document feeder, not fig. 1 col. 4 lines 60-62) for receiving first 
document image data and second document data obtained by reading respectively a 
first document and second document each having document data (note col. 5 lines 30- 
35, shows first and second document image). 

An extraction means for extracting a first caption group for identifying the 
document data contained in the first document (note col. 16 lines 1-3, areas (caption) 
extracted from first document) and a second caption group for identifying the document 
data contained in the second document (note col. 16 lines 3-4, areas (caption) extracted 
from second document). 

A conversion unit that is adapted to convert the first caption group and the 
second caption group into a third caption group so that a character string in the first 
caption group differs from a character string in the second caption group (note col. 16 
lines 9-14, editing facilitating rearrangement of combined areas from first and second 
document, wherein area of first document is inserted between areas of first document, 
examiner interprets as converting caption group created from composite captions cause 
the composite caption to differ from a single caption). Tani does not clearly disclose 
document data having at least one drawing. Kodaira discloses document data having at 
least one drawing (note fig. 9, block 504 in connection with col. 12 lines 1-2, drawing 
region is recognized). Tani and Kodaira are combinable because they extract 
document data. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to include drawing area as the caption region in the function 
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taught in Tani as described in Kodaira. The suggestion/motivation for doing so would 
have been independently extract and store various document data (note Kodaira, col. 1 
lines 40-45). Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Tani with Kodaira to 
obtain the invention as specified in claim 6. 

Regarding apparatus claims 16 Tani discloses, 

Said conversion means further converts character strings contained in the first 
document and second document, which are identical to character strings that belong to 
the first caption group and the second caption group, into character strings that belong 
to the third caption group (note fig. 29d composite image shows data of third caption 
group) Tani does not clearly disclose document data having at least one drawing having 
character string. Kodaira discloses document data having at least one drawing having 
character string (note fig. 9, block 504 in connection with col. 12 lines 1-2, drawing 
region is recognized). Tani and Kodaira are combinable because they extract 
document data. At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art to include drawing area having character string as the caption 
region in the function taught in Tani as described in Kodaira. The suggestion/motivation 
for doing so would have been independently extract and store various document data 
(note Kodaira, col. 1 lines 40-45). Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine 
Tani with Kodaira to obtain the invention as specified in claim 7. 

Regarding apparatus claims 17 Tani and Kodaira discloses, 
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Said extraction means recognizes a character string appended in the vicinity of 
the drawing as caption based on positional information of the drawing character string 
(note Kodaira fig. 8 and 9, block 504). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 1-5, 9-14 and 18-22 are allowed. 

6. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance for 
independent claims 1,4,12,18 and 21 . The prior art fails to disclose changing unit first 
document and second document so that the recognized page numbers/ drawing 
number do not overlap and the printing of an image based on the changed first and 
second documents. These features in combination with other features are not taught in 
the claims. Claims 2-3, 5, 13-14, 19-20 and 22 depend on claims 1, 4, 12, 18 and 21. 
Therefore are also allowable. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gregory M. Desire whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7449. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (6:30-3:00). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew Bella can be reached on (571) 272-7778. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Examiner 

Art Unit 2624 
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